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Representative Finchem Applauds AZ Supreme 

Court Decision Overruling Tucson Gun Law 

  
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) today expressed 

appreciation for the Arizona Supreme Court's decision that Tucson’s controversial practice of 

destroying seized firearms is a violation of state law. 

  
Between 2013 and 2016 the Tucson Police Department destroyed 4,820 guns, some of which 

were turned in by residents and others seized from crime investigations. 

  

“It is a good thing that the City of Tucson will finally be held accountable for their blatant 

disregard of state law,” said Representative Finchem.  “Each citizen is expected to live by the 

law - for city officials to think they are exempt from state law is absurd.” 
  
In 2013, Governor Brewer signed into law HB 2455, a bill that prohibits a city or town from 

destroying a firearm and requires them to sell any unclaimed firearms in their possession. 

Subsequently in 2016, Governor Ducey signed into law SB 1487, a bill that directs the Attorney 

General (AG), upon request of a member of the Legislature, to investigate any alleged violations 

of the Arizona Constitution or state law by a governing body of a county or municipality. 

  
“The objective was never to punish, but to ensure observance of state law,” said 

Representative Finchem. “When public property is destroyed, taxpayers are ultimately hurt 

by the lost revenue.  Today is a victory for taxpayers and the rule of law.” 
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